
 

 

COMPETITIONS AND HANDICAPS 

RULES  

Decisions on rules and tied matches will be in accordance with the rules and 
regulations as laid down by the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews and the 
USGA.  

QUERIES  

Disputes, complaints or questions must be forwarded in writing or via email to 
compsppgc@gmail.com to the Handicap Committee.  

LOCAL RULES 

 The Handicap Committee are empowered at their discretion to make additions or 

alterations to existing local and competition rules in accordance with the rules of golf.  

DISPUTES  

In the case of disputes, the decision of the Handicap Committee will be final.  

TEE BOOKING  

All members are required to book their tee-time using BRS prior to commencing a 
round of golf.  

HANDICAPS  

1. Members who have a Home Club other than Poulton Park Golf Club are 
responsible for informing the Handicap Committee of any changes in their 
handicap. 

2. Members who play in external qualifying competitions must inform the 
Handicap Committee of score, date, venue, CSS (including N/R), plus 
supporting scorecards.  

3. Ladies are reminded to inform the Ladies Handicap Secretary immediately on 
any reduction in handicap. 

 

WINTER LEAGUE  

The Winter League is a pairs competition played during the winter months. Details of 

the Winter League are posted in September.  



WINTER MATS  

When members are requested to use mats during the winter, notices will be posted 

to instruct where and when they are to be used.  

DIVOT BAGS  

Members are required to use divot bags throughout the year to repair divots on the 

course, unless winter mats are in use.  

WEDNESDAY COMPETITIONS  

A series of 9 hole competitions will be held throughout the summer months from late 

April to early September. These competitions are organised by the Professional and 

are open to all platinum, gold and silver members holding a current Poulton Park 

Golf Club handicap. They do not generally qualify for handicap purposes. However, 

there will be a number of individual competitions organised to enable members to 

keep their handicaps active.  

COMPETITION ENTRY  

Entry to Club competitions will normally be on a Thursday night (2-3 days prior to 

competition or 16-17 days for a drawn competition). Because of demand a voucher 

system will be used. This will operate as follows:  

1. A voucher box will be placed in the clubhouse before the draw. 
2. Members will have until 9.00 pm to place their competition entry voucher into 

the box. 
3. After 9.00 pm the Handicap Committee will close the entries and conduct a 

draw to determine the order of entry onto the competition sheet.  
4. Members should note the following: a) No member should place another 

member’s voucher in the box. b) Any member who is not present when his 
voucher is drawn will not be entered into the competition.c) Lost vouchers will 
be replaced at a cost of £1.  

5. A member may only enter his own name into BRS or on the draw sheet 
unless advised otherwise. 

6. From Friday until the day of the competition members can book a tee time 
using BRS, or by contacting the Professional shop. Any subsequent 
cancellations must be via the Professional. 

7. Members will pay the appropriate competition fee to the Professional on the 
day of the competition.  
 

COMPETITION DRAWS  

Once a draw has been made and the sheet posted members must inform the 

Professional of any cancellations. The Professional will make any alterations to the 

sheet. The Professional will keep a list of reserves. The first reserve on the list will 

take the first cancellation time and so on. Reserves will not be allowed to choose 

their playing time. If a member wishes to be a reserve, it is his responsibility to check 

with the Professional if he has been allocated a tee-off time.  



The Professional is not responsible for contacting reserves and cannot be held 

responsible if a player fails to ‘show’. Once a member’s name has been allocated a 

tee-off time they must not change it unless given leave by the Handicap Committee. 

Normal practice will be that once a member has a tee off time allocated, if they wish 

to change their time or swap with another member a further competition fee is 

payable.  

COMPETITION RULES  

For mixed gender Strokeplay Competitions and Ladies Single Strokeplay: Ladies 

play from red tees, use ladies stroke indexes and pars - receive two shots (70-

68).Ladies single stableford as per above but do not receive additional two shots on 

handicap.  

Both play to gents’ white stroke indexes and par. Ladies receive two additional shots 

on handicap.  

DRAWN COMPETITIONS  

The draw to enter a drawn competition will be made in the clubhouse on the 

Thursday 16-17 days before the competition. The draw, for the order of play, in 

drawn competitions, will be made by the Handicap Committee 9-10 days before the 

competition is due to be played. A copy will be posted in the locker room, thereafter 

the professional shop will control the master draw sheet.  

CANCELLING FROM COMPETITIONS  

1. All cancellations must be made before 12 noon on the day before the 
competition.  

2. The member will be liable to pay the competition fee. 
3. Any player who cancels after 12 noon on the day before the competition will 

normally be subject to an 8 days suspension from competitions and will also 
be liable to pay the fee. 

4. Any player who does not cancel and does not play will normally be subject to 
a 15 days suspension from competitions and will also be liable to pay the fee. 
The suspension will commence from the date of the missed competition.  

5. It is the responsibility of the reserves to contact the Professional before 4.00 
pm the day before the competition to check whether they have been allocated 
a time.  

6. It is not the responsibility of the Professional to contact reserves  
7. To avoid reserves being entered into a competition without previous notice, 

any names remaining on the reserve list after 4.00 pm will be scratched and 
spare places will be allocated on a first come first served basis on the day of 
the competition.  

8. Understandably most members from time to time will need to cancel from a 
competition, this can be catered for by applying the above rules tempered with 
good common sense. Any member who believes their cancellation was 
unavoidable can appeal in writing to the Handicap Committee.  

 
 
 



COMPETITION RESULTS  

These will be displayed on the notice board each Thursday evening at approximately 
9.00 pm directly after the weekend of the competition, once the results have been 
verified by the Handicap Committee. Members will also be able to access 
competition results via Masterscoreboard at (www.masterscoreboard.co.uk) For 
members information, in the event of a tie in a competition, the result is decided on 
the best nett score over the last 9 holes, 6 holes, 3 holes, 1 hole in that order. If there 
is still a tie, individual holes starting with the first hole will be compared.  

In the event of a competition being abandoned, 50% of the entrants must have 
played to enable a result to stand.  

DISQUALIFICATION  

Members are reminded that disqualification shall result from:  

1. Failure to pay competition fee.  
2. Failure to sign and have signed by their marker their scorecard.  
3. Failure to pay any outstanding competition entry fees.  
4. Failure to return their scorecard after completing their round. 
5. Failure to enter their gross score for each hole and handicap on their 

scorecard or to enter a higher handicap than their current playing handicap. 
 
COMPETITION PRIVILEGES  

The Captains have the right to enter their names on a competition start sheet prior to 

a draw and select their playing partners. It is expected that the Captains will play with 

as many different members throughout the year. Other individual members will be 

allowed the privilege of adding their name to the competition start sheet before the 

draw takes place on a Thursday night. This will be in recognition of their voluntary 

work in developing Poulton Park Golf Club and is at the discretion of the Golf 

Committee. They may enter their names on a start sheet prior to the draw except 

when they are playing with a non-privileged member as a partner.  

 

COMPETITION FEES  

Gents/Mixed    £3.00 each 

Ladies     £3.00 each for 18, £2.00 for 9 holes 

Seniors    £3.50 each 

Texas Scrambles   £12.00 per team 

Winter league   TBA 

Knockouts    £2.00 per player per knockout 

Foursomes/Greensomes/Pairs £5.00 per team 

St Roccos    TBA  



DRAWN COMPETITIONS  

There will be 5 drawn competitions throughout the summer. They are as follows:  

Captain’s Drive In  Captain’s Day  President’s Day  

Club Championship  The Masters                          

There is also a Best Gross prize in the above medal competitions, should this be 

‘tied’ a replica will be awarded to each winner but the prize will be shared.  

TOP DOG COMPETITION  

This competition is for gold category members and is run on an individual basis over 

a series of competitions throughout the summer. In each competition the first 15 

competitors score points, 15 points for the winner, reducing to 1 point for 15th place. 

The member with the most points at the end of the series is declared the winner.  

 

The competitions in the series are:  

Captain’s Drive In   DM Kerr 

Fairbairn Trophy   E Ford Bogey 

Driscoll Trophy   Samuelson Trophy 

Captain’s Day   Match Sec Trophy 

President’s Day   Padgate Cup 

Simpson Trophy   Atherton Rosebowl  

SUMMER KNOCKOUT COMPETITIONS  

There are three Knockout Competitions, the Powell Handicap, the Roylance Scratch 

and the Swinnerton Foursomes. Details of entry, draw and playing dates will be 

posted on the notice board to be found in the locker room. Silver category members 

will be permitted to play in the knockout competitions and a dispensation will be 

given if the finals are on a Sunday.  

It is the responsibility of the first named player on the draw sheet of a match play 

competition to arrange the date and time of the match. He must contact his opponent 

at least 14 days before the last available date for play. In the event of difficulties 

arising from a failure to agree a date, the player must then offer his opponent 3 

alternative dates. Failure of his opponent to accept 1 of the 3 dates offered will result 

in the opponent being eliminated from the competition.  

Members are requested to carefully read the dates listed on the entry sheet. 

Immediately the result is known the winner’s name should be entered onto the sheet. 

If no name is recorded on the entry sheet by the specified date both players will be 

eliminated.  

 



36 HOLE MASTERS COMPETITION  

Gentlemen gold and intermediate members can qualify for the above competition by 

one of the following means:  

(a) By Invitation:  

Gent’s Captain, previous year’s winner and winners of the following competitions:  

Gent’s Captain’s Drive In   DM Kerr 

Fairbairn Trophy    E Ford Bogey 

Driscoll Trophy    Samuelson Trophy 

Gent’s Captain’s Day   Match Sec Trophy 

Gent’s President’s Trophy   Padgate Cup 

Simpson Trophy    Atherton Rosebowl  

 

36 Hole Scratch (Club Championship) 

(b) By attaining the required number of points in the Top Dog  

Competition:The competition will comprise the top 33 qualifying players. 

A notice will be posted stating the players who qualify by this method.  

 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP COMPETITION  

If after 36 holes there is a tie, the players involved will play in a sudden death playoff 

starting from the 1st tee.  

HOW TO OBTAIN A HANDICAP  

Before allocating a new handicap the Handicap Committee will take into 

consideration the impact that a new member will have on competition golf. It is 

therefore of the utmost importance that new members have attained an acceptable 

level of golfing ability and they possess a satisfactory knowledge of the basic rules of 

golf and etiquette before applying for a handicap, with the intention of playing in 

competitions. The Committee will attempt to issue a handicap that is a fair reflection 

on the player’s ability. To enable the Committee to act promptly, members are 

requested to adhere to the following procedure. Failure to follow these guidelines will 

result in a delay in issuing handicaps.  

Each new member must:  

1. Complete at least 3 rounds of golf on the full measured course at Poulton 
Park.  

2. Ensure cards are signed by yourself and your marker. 
3. Contact the Professional for an ‘Application for Handicap Assessment’ form.  



4. Complete the form, in full, and attach to the form the 3 scorecards, place in an 
envelope marked ‘Handicap Committee’ and post through the Secretary’s 
office door. 

On receipt of your scorecards and form, a member of the Committee will contact you 

and arrange to play 9 holes, to ensure you have an understanding of etiquette and 

the rules of golf. All new handicaps will be posted on the notice board 7-10 days 

following satisfactory completion of these 9 holes.  

SLOW PLAY  

Slow play is a problem that occurs every year, 18 holes of golf should only take 

about 4 hours. For some competitions we will be asking members to put their time on 

the card after completion of their round. We are not asking members to hurry taking 

a shot, please think about the points below.  

Keep up with the game in front. On completion of a hole move directly to the next 

tee. Mark your card at the tee, if you are first on the tee, mark it after taking your tee 

shot. If you are not playing medal and cannot score pick up your ball. Walk at a 

sensible pace between shots. Place your bag or trolley in the right place around 

putting greens. If there is any doubt as to whether your ball may be lost or out of 

bounds play a provisional ball If you follow the above guidelines this will speed up 

play. Members are advised that persistent slow play offenders will be dealt with by a 

deduction of points or even disqualification.  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND COMPETITION  

Gold members will be allowed to play in all competitions. Silver members are 

allowed to play Monday to Saturday only. When a Gold members’ competition is 

played on the Saturday, Silver members will be allowed to play on the vacant 

Sunday of that weekend. Where (using BRS a Gold member’s competition being 

played on a Sunday permits a tee time to be booked on a Saturday, Silver members 

are not permitted to book a tee time for the purpose of playing in the Gold members 

competition. Silver members will be able to keep their Active handicaps by either 

playing in the Seniors’ midweek competitions or by submitting supplementary scores 

in accordance with club rules. Bronze category membership is for social golf only 

and does not provide the option to play in competition, or be awarded a handicap. 

Veteran members are permitted to play nine holes only. Students and intermediate 

members will be regarded as Gold members for competition purposes.  

Active/Non-Active Handicaps  

All members should note that to win prizes in competitions they must keep their 

handicap Active, (this is denoted by the letter ‘a’ next to their handicap on the master 

handicap list). To keep an Active handicap a member must play in at least 3 

qualifying singles competitions (medal, bogey or stableford) between the 1st January 

and 31st December or have submitted three Supplementary Scores in accordance 

with club rules. Members whose handicap have become Non-Active must play in 3 

qualifying competitions, without the opportunity to win prizes, in order for their 

handicap to become Active again. Alternatively members may submit three 

supplementary scores in accordance with club rules. A combination of both methods 



is also acceptable. The results sheets posted after each competition will indicate 

whether the competition was a qualifier for handicap purposes. Members with Non-

Active handicaps will not be permitted to play in Captains Drive in, Captains Day or 

Presidents Day. In all other competitions members may play but only to reinstate 

their handicap, not for prizes. Members with a Non-Active handicap who play in 

competitions will not have to pay the competition entry fee.  

Further information can be obtained on the above in relation to competition by 

approaching a member of the gents or ladies Handicap Committees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


